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New Book Features Work of Poet,
Theologian
The Maxwell Institute’s
Middle Eastern Texts
Initiative has released the
newest book in its Eastern
Christian Texts series, a
bilingual Syriac/English
edition of Select Poems of
Ephrem the Syrian. From
the second to the eighth
century ad, when Arabic
supplanted it, Syriac was a
major literary language across the Middle East; it
is essentially a Christian form of Aramaic, the language spoken by Jesus, the original apostles, and the
first Jewish Christians.
St. Ephrem, who died in ad 373 in Edessa
(anciently a major city, located in modern-day
Turkey) while caring for victims of a plague, is the
most important poet and theologian of the Syriac
Christian tradition. The author of numerous homilies and commentaries as well, he has sometimes
been called the “Harp of the Spirit” because of the
many hymns he composed. His writing was so
popular and his name so honored that, for centuries
after his death, other authors wrote hundreds of
works that were attributed to him.
The twenty texts contained in this volume offer
a broad and varied introduction to Ephrem’s poetry

Contributions Sought for
Completion of the Collected
Works of Hugh Nibley
The scholars and staff at the Maxwell Institute
have energetically set the goal of finishing the
Collected Works of Hugh Nibley within the next
three years. March 27, 2010, will be the 100th
anniversary of Hugh Nibley’s birthday, and we
would like to have the approximately 20-volume
set completed by that date. Under the direction
of John W. Welch, general editor of the Collected
Works of Hugh Nibley, various supplemental electronic releases and a series of conferences in 2010
focusing on the lasting legacies of Nibley’s scholarship are also planned.
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and have been deliberately arranged according to
the outline of the saint’s concept of salvation history, commencing with Paradise and continuing
through the mortal ministry of Jesus into the life
of the Christian church as Ephrem knew it. They
bear such titles as “On Human Language about
God,” “Mary and Eve as the World’s Two Eyes,”
“On the Fall,” “Christ, the New Passover Lamb,” “A
Disputation between Death and Satan,” and “Joy at
the Resurrection.”
The editors and translators of Ephrem’s Select
Poems are Sebastian P. Brock and George A. Kiraz.
Until his retirement in 2003, Dr. Brock was Reader
in Syriac Studies at the University of Oxford, in
England, and he is generally regarded as the premiere Syriac scholar in the West. Dr. Kiraz, a native
speaker of Syriac and a former student of Dr. Brock
who earned his PhD from Cambridge University,
is the founder and director of Beth Mardutho: The
Syriac Institute and the president of Gorgias Press.
Readers of Select Poems will find it a fascinating
window into a form of Christianity that was nearer
in time, in space, and in language to the primitive
church than the denominations with which we in
the West are typically familiar. St. Ephrem’s hymns
express an early and vibrant form of the Christian
faith that was still flourishing in its original Middle
Eastern home. !
By Daniel C. Peterson
Director and editor in chief of the Middle Eastern Texts Initiative

Brother Nibley left several boxes of complicated,
unpublished manuscripts that will result in the publication of at least one additional volume. Numerous
articles that have been published elsewhere will
appear in the remaining volumes of the Collected
Works.
Editorial work has already begun on Brother
Nibley’s final manuscript, One Eternal Round,
which is being coauthored and prepared for publication by Professor Michael Rhodes and illustrated
by Michael Lyon. One Eternal Round is the culmination of Nibley’s lifelong research on the Book of
Abraham and the facsimiles, particularly Facsimile
2, the hypocephalus. This manuscript covers a wide
range of topics that illuminate our understanding
continued on page 6

4/18/07 9:01:34 AM

PAGE  | CONTRIBUTIONS SOUGHT FOR NIBLEY WORKS
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Collected Works of Hugh Nibley
continued from page 2

of the Book of Abraham and the plan of salvation.
Nibley brings together a vast array of evidence
supporting the authenticity of the subject matter in the Book of Abraham, including Egyptian,
Mesopotamian, classical, apocryphal, medieval,
Kabbalistic, and alchemical sources. Myth, ritual,
ancient drama—all are woven together in Nibley’s
inimitable way. There is also a groundbreaking
chapter on the geometric and mathematical aspects
of the hypocephalus.
One manuscript in the collection is appropriately called “The End of What?” This volume has its
roots in a long typescript written by Nibley in the
1950s that has been recently discovered among his
papers. It is a history of Christianity from the time
of the New Testament to the time of the Restoration
by Joseph Smith in the 19th century. It asks such
questions as What did the early apostles expect to
happen in the future? When did they think Jesus
would come? What would the “end” be? and What
would need to happen before the end? In typical
Nibley style, this manuscript is wide-ranging, interesting, and well informed. It challenges some of the
conventional wisdom in Christian history, and it

From Elder
Neal A. Maxwell
Given its unique importance, it is not surprising
that ever since the Book
of Mormon was published in 1830, disbelievers and detractors have
preferred any explanation
of its coming forth to the real one! This disdain
was forseen by the Lord, who consoled Joseph:
“Behold, if they will not believe my words, they
would not believe you, my servant, Joseph, if it
were possible that you should show them all these
things which I have committed unto you” (D&C
5:7). Apparently, even if skeptics had been shown

Insights_2007_2.indd 6

INSIGHTS 27/2 | 2007

offers a Mormon point of view on early Christianity
and its developments.
Other materials that will likely appear in the
Collected Works include some brief autobiographies,
poetry and early essays, interviews and panels, book
reviews, forewords in books, the ancient world, satire, pieces about the Book of Mormon and Book of
Abraham, early Christianity, personal essays, politics,
Brigham Young, education, and temples.
The completion of the Collected Works of Hugh
Nibley will leave a lasting, foundational contribution to LDS scholarship on key scriptural and religious topics that will inform the studies and bless
the lives of many students, readers, and scholars.
All readers and supporters of the Neal A.
Maxwell Institute for Religious Scholarship and
FARMS are invited to donate to this long-term,
expensive project. If you are in a position to support
this important effort with a gift, please contact Ed
Snow at 801-422-9047 and ed_snow@byu.edu or
mail your check payable to “The Maxwell Institute
CWHN Project.” Readers everywhere are indebted
to Brother Nibley, who gave very openly of his time
and scholarship to everyone. Your generosity will
help repay that debt and will preserve for future
generations the groundbreaking work of Brother
Nibley—one of the Church’s and world’s preeminent scholars and believers. !

the Urim and Thummim and the plates, it would
not have convinced them. . . . One early enemy
of the church, E. D. Howe, mistakenly assigned
authorship of the Book of Mormon to Reverend
Spaulding (who died in 1816), 14 years before the
Book of Mormon was published). The Spaulding
“explanation” once caused such a needless stir!
. . . In more recent years, another “explanation”
has been advanced: Joseph Smith supposedly took
his main ideas, say these critics, from the writings of one Ethan Smith, who wrote a book called
View of the Hebrews. . . . One would no more read
Ethan’s book for doctrine than he would read the
telephone directory in search of a plot! (“The Gift
and Power of God,” video presentation, as quoted
in The Neal A. Maxwell Quote Book, ed. Cory H.
Maxwell [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1997], 31.) !

4/18/07 9:01:42 AM

